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RCL Branch 37 continues to move forward toward more normality.

PRESIDENT’S MESSAGE
Hello, everyone! I hope you have had a great summer and
enjoyed all the great weather. As winter now looms
ahead, and as Remembrance Day is approaching, I
would like to take this time to honour our Veterans and
especially those who gave up their lives for us. We will
have our usual Remembrance Day Parade in Sidney on
November 11 and I hope you can take the time to come
out and honour them.

At the eleventh hour,
of the eleventh day,
of the eleventh month
...

Respectfully,
Mary Truttman
President

POPPY CAMPAIGN
The mail out of 24,000 envelopes was successfully completed. Thank you to each and every one that
stepped up to make this happen.
The Poppy Oﬃce at 101-2506 Beacon Avenue (the Landmark Building across from the Post Oﬃce) is
open Monday through Saturday, 10 am to 12 noon , and 1.30 to 4 pm, un l November 10. Wreaths may
be purchased and Poppy Dona ons made during these oﬃce hours. A limited amount of small
Remembrance-related items such as pins and bracelets are also available for purchase.
There are many areas where VOLUNTEERS are s ll needed, so please call the Poppy Oﬃce (250-656-7421) and oﬀer a few
hours of your me. This will enable us to fulﬁll our Mission - To Serve Veterans and families, Military and RCMP members
and their families, to Promote Remembrance, and to Serve our Communi es and our Country.
In Comradeship
Val Noyes
Poppy Chair

Our mission is to serve Veterans, including serving military and RCMP members, and their
families, to promote Remembrance, and to serve our communities and our country.
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MEMBERSHIP RENEWAL TIME
The 2023 Membership Renewal Campaign is well underway! Thank you to the approximately
40% of members who have now paid their dues.
For those of you that have signed up for auto-renewal the dues will paid in November with a
deduction from your designated bank account.
For others who are renewing, you can rmail to the Branch oﬃce a cheque along with the renewal
slip we sent out to you, OR you can bring a cheque or cash to a General Meeting or Meat Draw,
OR you can renew on-line at legion.ca . Fees are $50.
We thank you for your ongoing support of our branch.
Remember, anyone who is Canadian and over 18 can join the Legion, if they support the Legion’s aims and
objectives. We will especially welcome younger Veterans into our Branch - we value their input, their ideas, and their
energy in making our Legion Branch stronger and better able to support and nurture Veterans and their families in
need.
In Comradeship,
Laurie Robson
Membership Chair

Yvonne Sanders
Membership Committee

Congratulations to Edward (Ted) Clarke - 100 years young!
Our good wishes go out to Ted Clarke as he commemorates his 100th birthday in style. Several senior
legion members were able to join with him in the celebrations. Ted, a former WWII spitﬁre pilot and
pilot trainer, was presented with his membership renewal, courtesy of Branch 37. Earlier in the year,
Ted was awarded his 75-year legion membership medal. Thank you, Ted, for all your service.

Ted, with our Past-president Val Noyes
and President Mary Truttman.

Ted, in his ﬂying days.

MEAT DRAWS
The meat draws continue to be held every Saturday at 3:00 at the Shoal Centre, with the exception of the long
weekends. They are attended by the usual dedicated people. If you have a chance to come out and join us we
would love to see you for your support.
Mary Truttman, Chair, Ways and Means
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At the going down of the sun, and in the morning, we will remember them.

REMEMBRANCE DAY 2022
This year, the Remembrance Day commemorations are returning to the format followed in pre-Covid
years. On November 11, there will be a full Parade starting from the Mary Winspear Centre at 10.25
am, moving down Beacon Avenue to Second Street and round to the Cenotaph on Sidney Street.
The Service for the Fallen will begin at 10.45 am. After the Service, there will be a March Past.
Please note: on November 11, temporary road closures will be in eﬀect on Beacon and Second from
10.15 am to 10.45 am, and on Sidney, Third, Fourth, and Mount Baker from 10 am to 12 noon.
For Parade participants, Muster time at Mary Winspear Centre is 10.00 am, Form up is at 10.15 am
and March oﬀ is at 10.25 am. Parade dismissal after the March Past will be at approximately 11.45
am on Fourth Avenue.
Veterans, both young and seasoned, are encouraged, if they are able, to participate in the Parade.
Those in a wheelchair (with escort) or with a self-propelled battery mobility scooter are also welcome
to join the parade. Please contact the Parade Commander Tyson King (250-888-2005) ahead of time
to let him know if you are joining in.

To you from failing hands we throw the torch; be yours to hold it high.

Sir Percy Lake Scholarship Winner
Grace MacMaster was presented with the
Sir Percy Lake Scholarship Award on
Sunday, October 16, by South Vancouver
Island Zone Commander Norm Scott, and
Zone Bursaries and Scholarships Chair
Belinda LeBlanc.
Grace was the successful applicant from
our Branch 37, competing against entrants
from Branches throughout the South
Vancouver Island Zone.
The Sir Percy Lake Scholarship, in
memory of the founding president of the
Legion in Canada, is awarded to a student
entering ﬁrst year at the University of
Victoria.
Congratulations Grace!
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Padre’s Patch

Why Remember?

As in Proverbs 22: “Remove not the landmark which thy fathers have set.”
During the time of year some refer to as ‘poppy time’ we are asked to remember. Yet most have
no memories of the world events from the Great War through Afghanistan. And more is the pity. There
is a remoteness that stems from such thoughts as ‘What is the point of being asked to remember
something so remote from one’s experience?’ And stemming from this the odd revisionist has piped up
wanting to scrap this time of year as it only gloriﬁes war. No, by remembering we do not glorify war but
we work instead to preserve peace. So yes, regardless of who we are, we must keep Remembrance
Day. It is not to glorify war but because and above all, we must work to preserve peace.
The war years from 1914 through 1953 and all the following such events have been and are
terrible. There are still many today whose hearts are sore when they remember those who have lost
their lives because of war, whether in uniform or in towns and cities that were bombed. And yet ironically
there are lessons which war teaches us that we need to remember. War has taught us love of country.
We may tend to take some things for granted until an event directly aﬀects our lives. During the ﬁrst two
world wars when our nation was threatened we began to realize how much we love our land. For all its
horrors war, wherever it occurred, taught its people about love of country. Is that not something we need
to recover today?
Above all we need to remember what God has done for each and everyone of us. It may not
seem to be so to many but the roots of faith are still deep. To bring this to the surface we need to be
awakened to the need for God in our lives without waiting for a disaster or crisis. If one counts
Remembrance Day positively, this may help to stir the grey embers of faith to a living ﬂame. We need to
continue with Remembrance Day in order that we may continue the ﬁght for peace and unity. We must
not forget those who went to the various theatres of war and conﬂict, and for those of us who cannot
remember then they must think.
Many have been asked to not only forget but to forgive. NO. We must remember and work on
forgiveness. As one Holocaust survivor said to me and others, “I cannot forget as it is a part of my
history, and to not hate, for if I can do that I can begin to forgive.”
Blessings to all.
Padre Peter+

IN MEMORIAM
They shall grow not old, as we that are le grow old.
Age shall not weary them, nor the years condemn.

IMPORTANT REMINDER
Our next General Meeting will be at the SHOAL Centre,
on November 20, starting at 2:00 pm.
We hope to see you then.
Please submit any material for inclusion in future issues
of our Newsletter to your editor, Richard Coles, at
rilco37@gmail.com

Peter Sandercock

Remember -- your Legion Branch is online. We have a website at
peninsulalegion.ca and can also be
found on Facebook, Twitter, and
Instagram, by searching up “Peninsula
Legion”. Please follow us on social
media and tell your friends!
The more connections, the greater our
legion family’s presence!
Please check “News and Recent
Events” on our website for the latest
updates.
Ryan Trelford
Communications Chair

This Newsletter is normally distributed by email. It can be sent by mail, on request to the Branch oﬃce. It is also
available on the Branch website at: peninsulalegion.ca
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